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Message from the President

Isn’t this a most unusual year? | hope everyone is well and looking forward to a happier sum-
mer. We have some changes to announce and are seeking new faces for Executive positions.

Call for Nominations: The positions of President, Vice President, and Treasurer are now open.
If you love the lake and are concerned for its future, please volunteer for a position. You will
work with a dynamic, capable and bilingual Board of Directors. For more information, please do
not hesitate to contact me: janet.thomas700@gmail.com.

| want to thank Stephen Andrew for filling the V.P. position last year. My thanks to Pat Thomas
for over forty years of service as Director, President, and recently as Secretary. We welcome
Ariane Savard to the position of Acting Secretary. Thank you to Pat Champagne as well for
keeping us in the black these last seven years. Mike Sadler has also resigned his Director posi-
tion and we thank him for his good work as President in 2016 and as an active Director since
then.

After 5 years as your President, | am also stepping down. It has been an honour and a pleasure
to head this committed and energetic team. Now it is time for a fresh perspective.

Water-testing, Social Events, the AGM: At the writing of this newsletter, the province has closed
all social gatherings until August 31. In compliance, we must suspend our annual water testing
activities, cancel our social events and postpone the Annual General Meeting. In addition, we will
not be conducting our door-to-door membership drive. Should the situation change, we will notify
you electronically and put out road signs. We will continue our efforts to limit the spread of Eura-
sian Milfoil, and to monitor the health of the lakes.

Memberships: Given the necessity to suspend normal operations, the ALBeRo Executive has
decided to automatically renew all memberships free of charge. We gratefully accept donations
towards our continued expenses. We need to purchase additional yellow buoys and warning signs
for the Milfoil colonies. In addition, we will pay our membership fees to the various environmental
groups with which we partner. To donate towards these expenses, please send an e-transfer to
Pat Champagne at alberotreasurer@gmail.com. New members are always welcome - this year
without a membership fee. Just complete the form you can also find on the website.

OBV study of factors affecting our lakes. In 2019, ALBeRo partnered with the Municipalities of
Arundel and Montcalm to engage professional biologists through L’Organisme des bassins ver-
sant la Riviere Rouge (OBV) to conduct a study of factors affecting the health of our lakes within
the watershed area. Many thanks go to Bert Papenburg and Carole Robitaille, representing AL-
BeRo, for their dedicated work with the OBV biologist to effect this comprehensive study. When
the final report is released, we will hold a public meeting, and post a summary online.

Yellow Buoys: Colonies of Eurasian Milfoil are marked with yellow buoys. Please remain 30m.
outside these zones to avoid breaking off pieces. Each broken piece will become a whole new
plant, spreading the problem. Remember that it doesn’t take direct contact with paddles and pro-
pellers to break off pieces: even wave action from the wake of your motor will do it.

Boat Washing: Please do your part to protect our lakes from additional invasive species. The
ALBeRo pressure washer is available free of charge behind the Montcalm Town Hall. We encour-
age all boaters to rigorously wash their boats and trailers before and after launching on the lake.
Instructions are posted at the washing station. ALBeRo continues to encourage the Municipalities
of Montcalm and Arundel to pass bylaws that will make boat washing mandatory.

Lake Access: In order to block lake access from the bridge, at ALBeRo0’s request, the Municipality
of Arundel has asked the Ministry of Transport to install No Parking signs along Rte 327. We
continue to request similar signage along Chemin White.
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